
What is Fall Armyworm 
and how does it grow?
Fall Armyworm is a 
pest that feeds on

of plants, but prefers maize. 
It can be a significant threat 
to crop productivity.

Larvae: 
14- 22 
days

After 
feeding 
on maize, 
larvae 
leave the 
plant and 
drop into 
the soil

Eggs:
2-3 days 
to hatch

Adults
emerge and  
migrate for another
10 to 22 days

Pupation in the soil: 
7 to 13 days

It invaded 
South Asia 
in 2018. 

Scientists 
expect this pest 
will continue 
spread and 
cause damage.

80types

Understanding how Fall Amy-
worm grows and attacks crops 
will help 
you to 
control this 
trouble-
some pest.

Control in rabi season

Oct - Mar

Fall Armyworm
lifecycle

Fall Armyworm Life Cycle
Fall Armyworm generations last between around 33 to 63

days depending on the temperature

When larvae are full grown, 
Fall Armyworm drops off the 
maize plant and digs into the 
soil to pupate for between 
one and two weeks.

The adult moth 
lives as an adult 
for 10 or more 
days, and is blown 
by the wind as it 
migrates to new 
fields. It lays eggs 
for 3-4 days while 
it is an adult.

Fall Armyworm will complete 
pupation and have a faster life 
cycle in warmer climates.

Adult female Fall Armyworm 
moths lay between 100  to 
2,000 eggs.

After hatching from eggs, 
Fall Armyworm larvae will 
feed on maize for between 
14 to 22 days. It eats 
leaves, stems,  or on older 
plants, may tunnel directly 
into the maize cob.
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Adult moths 
can be 
blown by the 
wind and can 
migrate 

hundreds of kilometers 
before they lay eggs and 
die.



How can you control
Fall Armyworm at
different stages 
of growth?
Look for egg masses. They are 
usually on the bottom of 
leaves. Crush them when you 
see them.

Fall Armyworm is most success-
fully controled when it is 

so scout your field early 
and often.

If you use insecti-
cides, be sure to 
spray egg masses 
or larvae. They 
may be hiding 
under leaves or in 
the maize whorl.

If you have irrigation, you can flood your field with a few centimeters of water 
when Fall Armyworm is pupating in the soil. Pupae will drown and die.
Irrigation works best when all farmers in an area flood at a similar time. This 
reduces populations over a large areas where maize is grown, and helps 
many farmers benefit by reducing area-wide pest levels.

Intercropping can help confuse Fall Army-
worm and reduce infestation.

If you regularly inspect your 
fields, larvae can be picked 
off plants and crushed with 
your hands. This will not 
completely control the pest, 
but will help to reduce popu-
lations.
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Conserve spiders and other 
insects that are parasitic and 

lay their eggs inside Fall 
Armyworm eggs and also 

larvae. These spiders and 
insects are friends of 

farmers and will kill Fall 
Armyworm for you.

Insecticides should only be applied by a certified pest 
control specialist after you have consulted with an 
extension agent. Use insecticides only after all other 
pest management techniques have been attempted and 
failed. Remember, insecticides will also kill beneficial 
insects like spiders and parasitic wasps, so 
use them only as a last resort.


